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offered by the chairman of the Com-

mittee on Ways and Means which con-

cedes to the executive branch this 

body’s constitutional authority to ne-

gotiate trade agreements. My role in 

Congress is to represent the voices and 

values of the working men and women 

of Minnesota’s fourth district, not to 

abdicate my vote to the President. 
I want an opportunity to have input 

on agreements that promote global 

trade. Trade agreements are essential 

to our economic well-being, to our role 

as a global leader in promoting work-

ers’ rights, human rights and healthy 

environment. This Fast Track trade 

authority requires no congressional ap-

proval prior to the signing of a trade 

agreement, only consultations. This 

body may only vote to certify that the 

administration has failed to consult 

with Congress. 
I was not elected to Congress to be a 

consultant. We are the House of Rep-

resentatives, not the House of Consult-

ants. I urge my colleagues to oppose 

H.R. 3005. 

f 

TIGHTENING BORDER CONTROL 

(Mr. GRAVES asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 

minute and to revise and extend his re-

marks.)
Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, we have 

taken many good steps since Sep-

tember 11 toward protecting our coun-

try. As our focus returns to the domes-

tic issues, let us not overlook one crit-

ical piece missing from our Nation’s se-

curity plan, tightening border control. 
Each day, countless travelers freely 

cross our borders without proving their 

right to be in our country. Our ability 

to screen these people, even when this 

is an option, is severely compromised 

and must be addressed by bolstering 

the technology and intelligence capa-

bilities at our ports of entry. 
I, along with some of my colleagues, 

have introduced the Enhanced Border 

Security Act to strengthen our border 

security and monitor foreign nationals, 

particularly those on student visas vis-

iting our country. 

Our legislation would allow govern-

ment law enforcement and intelligence 

agencies to share background informa-

tion through a shared database. Addi-

tionally, this legislation will track for-

eign students receiving visas from edu-

cational institutions to ensure they are 

accounted for upon their arrival, dur-

ing their study, and when their visa ex-

pires.

I urge my colleagues to join me in 

supporting this comprehensive legisla-

tion that will help ensure the safety of 

our Nation. 

f 

SUPPORT TRADE PROMOTION 

AUTHORITY

(Mr. CRANE asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 

minute and to revise and extend his re-

marks.)
Mr. CRANE. Mr. Speaker, I just 

heard the gentlewoman from Min-

nesota commenting about Trade Pro-

motion Authority, and there were a 

couple of comments that she made that 

I think need clarification. 
One of these is the President has 

trade negotiating authority and has al-

ways had trade negotiating authority. 

What TPA does is let us participate in 

the process during the negotiating 

process, with consultation before, dur-

ing and after the agreement is reached 

with another country. 
The important thing to keep in mind 

is we had President Clinton go forward 

with his executive authority to nego-

tiate that agreement with Jordan. He 

did bring it back, and we ultimately 

have the authority to vote it up or vote 

it down; that authority is retained. 
I hope the gentlewoman will look at 

this, because TPA gives us greater op-

portunity for involvement in the proc-

ess than anything that we have done in 

the past. Please, we need support on 

both sides of the aisle. It is a bipar-

tisan issue. 

f 

FREEZING COPAY FOR VETERANS’ 

PRESCRIPTION COSTS 

(Mr. STRICKLAND asked and was 

given permission to address the House 

for 1 minute and to revise and extend 

his remarks.) 
Mr. STRICKLAND. Mr. Speaker, I 

think veterans across this country 

would be upset to learn that at a time 

when we are giving multi-billion dollar 

tax breaks to wealthy corporations, we 

are in fact contemplating increasing 

the cost of prescription medications 

available to our veterans by a whoop-

ing 250 percent. We are in the process 

of increasing the copay for our vet-

erans from $2 per prescription to $7 per 

prescription.

Now, many veterans receive 10 or 

more prescriptions per month. Ten 

times seven is $70 a month. This is ab-

solutely outrageous and unacceptable, 

when we are providing billions of dol-

lars in tax breaks to profitable cor-

porations, we would burden the vet-

erans in our country by increasing the 

copay for their medications by 250 per-

cent.

This House should support my bill, 

H.R. 2820, which would freeze the copay 

for 5 years at its $2 per prescription 

level.

f 

THANKING THOSE SERVING AND 

WHO HAVE SERVED IN THE MILI-

TARY

(Mr. SHIMKUS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 

minute and to revise and extend his re-

marks.

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, it has 

been quoted as saying that war is hell. 

We mourn the reported deaths of our 

soldiers in Afghanistan. We know the 

risks of combat. We know that wars 

are fought and won on the battlefield, 

and it is only on the rarest of occasion 

that in warfare we do not lose some of 

our own. 
The military accepts these risks, the 

military and our government. We do 

not like it, but it is reality. To serve 

and protect, that is what they do. 

Duty, honor, country. Our liberty is 

paid for by the blood of our sons and 

daughters.
I pause to thank those who are serv-

ing in the military and those who have 

served in the past. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF CONFEREES ON 

H.R. 2883, INTELLIGENCE AU-

THORIZATION ACT FOR FISCAL 

YEAR 2002 

Mr. GOSS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent to take from the Speak-

er’s table the bill (H.R. 2883) to author-

ize appropriations for fiscal year 2002 

for intelligence and intelligence-re-

lated activities of the United States 

Government, the Community Manage-

ment Account, and the Central Intel-

ligence Agency Retirement and Dis-

ability System, and for other purposes, 

with a Senate amendment thereto, dis-

agree to the Senate amendment, and 

agree to the conference asked by the 

Senate.

b 1030

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

GILLMOR). Is there objection to the re-

quest of the gentleman from Florida? 
The Chair hears none and, without 

objection, appoints the following con-

ferees:
From the Permanent Select Com-

mittee on Intelligence, for consider-

ation of the House bill and the Senate 

amendment, and modifications com-

mitted to conference: Messrs. GOSS, BE-

REUTER, CASTLE, BOEHLERT, GIBBONS,

LAHOOD, CUNNINGHAM, HOEKSTRA, BURR

of North Carolina, and CHAMBLISS; Ms. 

PELOSI, Mr. BISHOP, Ms. HARMAN, and 

Messrs. CONDIT, ROEMER, HASTINGS of

Florida, REYES, BOSWELL, and PETER-

SON of Minnesota. 
From the Committee on Armed Serv-

ices, for consideration of defense tac-

tical intelligence and related activi-

ties: Messrs. STUMP, HUNTER and SKEL-

TON.
There was no objection. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 

I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-

bers may have 5 legislative days within 

which to revise and extend their re-

marks on H.J. Res. 76, and that I may 

include tabular and extraneous mate-

rial.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the request of the gen-

tleman from Florida? 
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